o 
5 
HY 
2 


oo US 
$1.25 CAN 

43 

AUG 


$1 


© 1969 MARVELENT. GROUP ING. = 


LONG AGO, SH1P AWOKE IN THE HANDS OF THE ARCH FIEND, APOCALYPSE, 'T NATURALLY ASSUMED THAT 
APOCALYPSE HAD BLIILT 17 AS HIS MASSIVE, MOBILE HEACQUARTERS. 


NOW SHIP ISN'T SURE. 


THE MUTANT HEROES 
KNOWN AS X-FACTOR 
FREED Sill AND RE- 


mas es 
NOW TIME 1S 


RUNNING OUT! 


SHIE'S PAST 1S LOST IN (TS 
OWN PRECONSCIOUSNESS 

TIME, BUT SOMETIMES /T 

OREAMS-- OF SPACE AND 

STARS ANP THE INFINITE 


BEYOND... 
| | MOVED B20CKS PLACED | : 
| ON (78 BURGEONING 
AWARENESS. 


THEY TOOK SHIP FOR THEIR 
OWN, TREATING (T AS 
BO7H ENVIRONMENT AND 
AS FRIEND. THEY PLANNED 
TO EXPLORE THE MYSTERY 
| OF SH1P'S ORIGIN WHEN 
THEY HAD THE TIME, 


Decay auiceuet We 
j r ! UNCERTAIN, ICEMAN. | KNOW 
BBE UnRs ete. | ONLY THAT 1AM BEING 
- — IMPELLED BY A MYSTERIOUS 
FORCE. 


--- AND THAT DUR DESTINA- 
TION, AT PRESENT, 15 A 
MATTER FOR SPECULATION. 


of’ 
STAN LEE PRESEN 
WEEE RRSSENTS 


PAUL SMITH--SREAKZOWUNS. 
ALLEN MILGROM --F/V/SHES| 
JOE ROSEN -- LETTERER 


{including all prominent characters featured in this issue and the distinctive likenesses thereof). are trademarks of MARVEL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP, INC. POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT, 387 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016. 
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SO..-COLD, HERE. 
CAN'T BREATHE. 
HOW? WHy...7 


YOU BACK! 


THE DEBRIS, 
SCOTTINT'S 


FLYING OUT 
THE HOLE! 
THEY'LL BE 
PULMERIZED. 


77 TONS 


f BLACKING 
OUT, BUT L 
CAN'T? DEBRIS 
Mm COMING! HAVE 

N TO DODGE 


WIND RI 
MP SISTANCE 


BRUT, CYCLOPS. 
JEAN... WHAT 
HAPPENED 2 


I PUT AN 
[€€-PLUG 
IN THE HOLE, 

GUYS. 


LLL 


Sarr 7 7 I DON'T KNOW, 
SHIP, BUT IM 
i GOING TO FIND 
a Out! 


AND EFFECT HULL REPAIR. 


rt, i 


ONLY...1 CAN'T DO 
IT. I HAVE THE 


BEAST, TAKE 
ANGEL AND ICE- 
MAN AND LOOK 
TO SUP! TRY TO 
FIND OUT WHAT'S 


GOING ON. T'LL.., 


TALK TO JEAN. 


WE.--ALL... COULD HAVE 
DIED, COULDN'T WE? YOU, 
THE OTHERS.--EVEN 
LITTLE CHRISTOPHER. 


{JEAN AT 
WAS IT? WHAT 
eg epe 


La] HEE 10 me sennN 
TRULY, AND AN IT’S 

ALMOST HARD TO 

AAQURN FOR THEM 


THE PHOENIX 

IN ME WANTED : 
TO SOAR OFF INTO 
SPACE. BUT IT 


I COULDN'T BREATHE 
IN SPACE, IT DIDN'T 
USED TO MATTER. 


I REMEMBER 
SOARING, UNIM- 
PEDED THROUGH 
A UNIVERSE OF 


OF THEM WAS, 
ALWAYS YOU.* 


y_ Y (7S HER RECENTLY ACQUIRED 
PARTIAL GAAaUITY IS é / MEMORIES. THEY'RE HAVING 
y A BIZARRE EFFECT ON HER. 


HOW IMPLEMENTED. 


DEEP INSIDE 
HER 


. 


AND WE CAN TRACK 
WHERE WE'VE BEEN, 


YO, DON'T SWEAT IT, FUZZY 
FACE! WE ARE THE TEAm 
SUCPREME/ NE SAVED HER 
ONCE, WE'LL DO IT AGAIN 

IF WE HAVE To. , 


EXCUSE ME, BEAST, 
BUT |_FEEL NEARY... 
Op. SOMETHING'S 
HAPPENING... 


THERE ON THE 
SCREEN. SCROLLING 
BERS AND 


ONE WHO'S GONE 
OFF THE DEEP 
END RECENTLY. NO, BOBBY, 


. Ou" IGUT. 
WHAT'S WRONG eres ne 


THER! ONT 
WITH JEANIE, (IN FOSUNG 
ANYHOW ? 


Lf . STARS ENO 
Py oursewves. om ‘ wi 


GARTERS! 
A SPECTACULAR 
EVENT (5 IN THE 
| OFFING... 


SCOTT, 
SJEAN-- EYES 
TO THE STARS! 


--- ONE THAT 


AYPERSPACE. ) : 


a 


i ty] i, “ i | 


Y’ | 
D | [ ; : 
i, 4 


ONE MINUTE 
WE'RE HERE AND 
THE NEXT, WE'RE 
LIGHTYEARS 
AWAY. 


THE STUFE OF 
SCIENCE FICTION, 
BOBBY. 


1S IT POSSIBLE 

THAT THE DENIZENS -- -THOUGH A aoe scan 

OF THAT PLAWET AENEALS THAT Most OF 

Drew Us HERE? : THEIR WOALD WAS FALLEN 
: ‘ (NTA DECAY AND OISREPAIA. 


EVEN THE mauvoR CITIES 
APPEAR DESERTED AND 
FALLEN FROM THEIR 
FORMER GLORY. 


WAR HAS RAVAGED THIS 


PLANET, CYCLOPS. BRUTAL, 
INCESSANT WAR, FOR A 
THOUSAND YEARS... 


THAT 1 VERY MucH 
BOueT. AS 1S DEMmon- 
STRATED AY THE 
GLEAMING LIGHTS 


wer ODOT THE PLANET'S 
SURFACE... 


.--ITS PEOPLE ARE 
STILL SOMEWHAT 
TECHMOLOGICALLY 
SOPHISTICATED... 


THAT 1S ONE 
OF THEIR 
TRANSMSsions. 


OH MAN, YEAH. STAR WARS 
AND THE FOURTH OF JULY 
ALL ROLLED INTO ONE! 


GEORGE 
LUCAS, EAT 
YOUR HEART 

OuT! 


Lam AS ConeFusep BY 
pe S UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE 
AS YOu ARE, CYCLOPS. 


pe ANP YOU WILL 
BE ABLE TO COM- 
MUNICATE IN THEIA F 
LANGUAGE. 


- TR ge 
SURGE IN A 
GOERRKILLA 
ATTA 


IN CASE 
NOBODY'S 


FoneUMieenne: 
IT's THE LEAST 
OF OUR PROBLEMS! 


.-- BUT IS FAR FROM 
5 UNCONTROLLED. 


NY CRAETEINT'S AS BIG AS. WHO ARE THESE GUYS? 
| A MOG! BIGGER! WHAT Do THEY WANT 


y OUR SHIP IS AS BIG 
¥ AS MANHATTAN ISLAND, 
AND YET HE HOLDS US 
mn IN THE PALAA OF HIS 
“ae HANO! . 


CYKE... HIS FACE...\F THAT IS 
HIS FACE, IT'S MOVING TOWARD 
US. HE'S... STARING... é 


f I FEEL... 
SURPRISE... 
EMANATING 


\F ONLY MY TELE- 
ATHIC POWERS HAD 
ETURMED FULL STRENGTH, 
THOSE VAGUE IMPRESSIONS 
NN TELL US SO LITTLE... 


= 


/ 00 YOU THINK 
WE SHOULD TRY 
ANO FIGHT HIM, 


. JEAN? yy ne “i 
Cae : l FIGHTING 
: 'S WHAT YOU'RE HIM WOULDN’ 
L ; I THINK HE'S D 
: ING IN 
HE 
BE SUPREMELY 
POWERFUL... 


",.. HE CAN DO WITH US WHATEVER HE CHOOSES, "! 


ITS AN 
[| AMBUSH, 
PRINCESS. KEEP 


EXPERIENCE 
BEAR THE 


HOW DARE ia 
YOU COMMAND may = ESTROY 
ME, LORE RASK? THE CWOSEN 
ARE MY POWERS AS THEY 


\ LESS STRONG . WOULD DE- 


THAN YOURS? STROY US./ 


(5 MY CAUSE LESS 
RIGHTEOUS, BECAUSE 
OF MY YOUTH? 


) 
r Fe 
WY 


ed 


y TRANSPORTED 
ONTO THE PLANETS 
SURFACE, T SUSPECT... 


--- IN THE MIDST OF 
A BATTLE BETWEEN 
WARRING FACTIONS. 
AN?_THE QUESTION 

REMAINS-~WHY? 


as 


WHAT MAKES 
: YOU THINK WE'LL 
“AWN GET THE CHANCE 
BSS TO CHOOSE SIDES, 
BEAST? 


HESQNE OF THE rR aN \ Whar ; 
EJECTS! AND . GOING WOULD . nh y 
oe LIKE A WEL N Vine Me? EXCEPT Pp 
a; ee 


Uf I CANNOT... 
 Yfp MUST NOT TH 


UT ME 


LOOK, I TOOK 
OUT THAT MON- Veda 
STER AND SAVED 
YOUR SKIN, PRIN- 

CASE 


--. WHERE THE CARRION DOGS 
WILL REND THE FLESH UPON 
YOUR BONES! 


HE WAS 4/WWE, 
RASK! I HAO SELECTED 
HIM! (F HE DIES, THE 
PEATH-POINTS NUL 

BE “WE ALONE! 


HE SAvVEO HER! 
L SAW/SHE'S ONE 
OF YOURS! WHAT 
INSAMTY NOULO 

ORIVE YOU TO--? 


7) AN ANTIDOTE 
_ ( AGAINST TOO 
Ee MUCH /CE.’ 


SO FRAGILE, 

ICE... AND IN- 
CLINED TO CRACK 
UNDER “THE SLIGHTEST 

NN. PRESSE, ! A 


Se aL 
ELSEWNERE IN TNE BATTLE ZONE... a) 
o> Vad Sas 


a 


LOOK! 
BY...ONE 
6 CHOSEN! eu 
arr! i ae 
se : hy 1) 
—S— 
oe A 


x? 
A 


— 


- 


SPAK SWE NEED 
AYAMMER HERE. 
QUICKLY... OR 

WE'RE 2os7T/ 


MYMaAMA \— 
{ Gotseve }- 


WAILE FAR ACROSS THE BGATTLEFIEL 


wy Gy 
\ 


HE'D NEVER 
HAVE TOUCHED 
A KNOWN EN7RO- 


COULD, WHY WOULD 
HE? IF ONLY HE 
WERE NOT SO 


b 


‘K 


HY : 


AS... AND THE PO/WTS WILL BE MINE 
© ONLY IF I CAN CONFIRM HIS DEATH-- 


VERTED TO ONE 
OF THE CHOSEN! 


WK 


ANOTHER DLALER... 
WHOSE PERFECTION 
HAS BEEN MARRED 
BY EMERGENCE OF 
A SECONDARY 


EAL 
AS LORD RASK, 
THEY WALL, AT 
LEAST HIDE 
THEIR SMIRKS 
BEXIND THEIR 
ae, HANDS! 


NOT WHEN THE P “} AND WHAT (S 

SCIENTISTS WILL » Va HE DOING 

PAY SO HANOSOM! ie HERE... NN 

LY TO WAVE You i 4 » THE MIDST OF 
BACK ! aan — | A BATTLE? 


BUT WHO 
COULD HAVE 
TAKEN HIM 


AT 
PENED. 

ERE 
EWE? 


PS 


PS 


Dear X-Factor, 

lam left without words. The Inferno 

Saga has been the best multi-issue 
crossover story that | have ever read 

(that is, within my five or more years of 
collecting). 

| wasn't thoroughly content with the x- 
TERMINATORS limited series, but it was a 
good enough vehicle to start the Inferno 

lar. 

I'm so glad that the two teams finally met 
up and everyone saw Jean in the flesh 
again. | imagine a lot of past sadness had 
been lifted. | hope they can all get together 
again in the near future under more 

circumstances. | think Havok 
should be a real exception so that he can 
look in on his brother and nephew. And be- 
fore | get off these little family topics... 
now that Madelyne and Jean are one, | think 
Scott should finally take Jean as his be- 
trothed. It's food for thought. 

At the end of X-MEN #243, Mr. Sinister 
remarks that he no longer needs Madelyne 
since he has the original. What would he 
have dona,with Jean? Wasn't it the mix of 
Scott and Jean that would produce the in- 
credibly powerful offspring? And what was 
his plan for both teams as a whole? And 
what made him want all of the Morlocks 
Slaughtered? Was it to keep them from aid- 
ing the two teams? 

ts Sinister really dead? | think he still lives. 
The fact that some Marauders are/were 


alive after being killed and Madelyne’s © 


existence reveal that he is quite a hand at 
cloning and probably has a clone of his own 
body waiting as a contingency should he be 
killed in battle. | hope this sort of thing 
doesn't happen over and over to make him 
as ridiculous as Maelstorm and his minions 
have been in the past. 

Mr. Simonson, you made a small goof. On 
the splash page of X-FACTOR #39, you 
have the Beast among the fallen heroes, 
when in fact he had not arrived. Why did you 
do this? Perhaps it was mutant madness? 

So, | see that X-Factor has reassembled 
as a very changed group. | hope you are 
brave enough to introduce an occassional 
new member here and there like you did 
when they were kids in the X-Men. And when 
will we see the revamped Caliban and 
Apocalypse coming to claim Warren? 

All | can add is that after a little more than 
three years of X-FACTOR, you have more 
than rewarded the readers with the climax- 
ing Inferno saga. | have yet to see such 
fantastic storytelling and | am more than 
glad to see the Simonson duo behind a large 
portion of it. 

And | must say that I've kept up with Walt’s 
artwork through his stint on THOR. I've 
never loved THOR stories more than when 
Wily Walt was behind them. 

$ bid you all good luck and please don't 
change books. X-FACTOR is just great and 


BOB HARRAS: editor — DARYL EDELMAN: assistant editor 


% MARVEL COMICS GROUP-— 887 Park Avenue South— New York, Hew York= 10016 
Attention correspondents: if you don't want your full address printed, please be sure to tell us 60! 


only you two can keep jj on top! 


Robert E. Meyer 
1922 White Oak Cir. 
Round Rock, TX 78681 


Rob, as you no doubt realize by now, 
our Inferno storyline was the swan song 
for several members of our creative staff. 
Colorist, Petra Scotese, who had been 
with us since Issue #2 took off to sail the 
Southern Pacific on her sailboat... bon 
voyage, Petra! inker Bob Wiacek, bowed 
out to add his wondrous inkstrokes to 
the pages of SHE-HULK (and check it 
out...it's g !) and Walt Simonson 
left to write and draw the fabulous 
FANTASTIC FOUR—coming soon! 

But Weezie is still here — joined by 
penciler, Paul Smith and inker, Al Milgrom 
to illustrate the further adventures of the 
original X-Men! 


Dear X-Factor Maker, 

I've never written a letter to Marvel before, 
but I'm writing this one for three reasons: 

1) To praise X-FACTOR #39 and the 
whole Inferno series. 

2) Totry for a No-Prize. 

3) To offer some technical suggestions 
about Cyclops and Havok's powers. 

Well, first ! was glad to see the end of the 
Scott/Maddie/Jean triangle in X-MEN #243. 
Perhaps now Cyclops can iead a more 
normal life. | was also glad to see the 
conclusion of Inferno where it belonged: in 
the pages of X-Factor. Issue #39 was excel- 
lent, even though | thought Milgrom’s inks 
didn’t go very well with Simonson’s pencils. 
Even with that, | thought the art was very 
good overall. Ms. Simonson's writing was 
great (as usual). 

Now it's time for me to try for a No-Prize. 
On page 6, panels 5 & 6, and on page 8, 
panels 1 & 2 it shows Rogue absorbing 
Sinister's powers and psyche with her 
gloves. However, Rogue cannot use her 
power through cloth. My explanation is 
simple: Rogue tore holes in the palms of her 
gloves so she could use her powers without 
exposing too much skin and endangering 
her teammates. How's that for a No-Prize? 

Third. | would like to offer a sggestion 
about Havok'’s and Cyclops’s powers. 
Cyclops is immune to the great amounts of 
heat produced by Havok’s power and the 
concussion caused by his own Optic Blasts. 
Havok is likewise immune to his brother's 
power and his own. But neither has proved 
to be immune to any other force used 
against them. My theory is this; Both are 
surrounded by a psionic field which filters 
and absorbs their own and each other's 
powers, but has no effect on any other type 
of energy. What do you think? " 

| hope this letter is printed but if it is not | 
wanted to offer a few suggestions and ideas. 


Hopefully, issue #39 is the last issué that 
Cyclops acts like a wimp and begins to take 
charge of his own life. Until the Beast dyes 
his hair pink, Make Mine Marvel! 

P.S.: Why is the Beast laid out with his 
fallen comrades on page 1 when he was 
supposed to be aboard ship? 


Bryon Beck 
(Address withheld by request) 


Consider yourseif No-Prized, Bryon, 
for the Rogue, Cyclops, Havok éxptana- 
tions. As for the Beast's appearance on 
page 1, you and about a million other 
X-Factor fans are wondering about that. 

Frankly, so are we . . . any suggestions 
out there? 


Dear X-perts, 

First, let me congratulate you on a difficult 
job well done. The Inferno saga, if handled 
wrong, could bave been a real embarrass- 
ment, but X-FACTOR #38 was an exciting 
conclusion to a great story, and contained 
some dandy retroactive X-position. 

Now, a query, a comment, and a com- 
plaint: 

Now that Mr. Sinister is, for all intents and 
purposes, dead (or at least lighter by a few 
pounds of flesh), when are you going to 
explain his striking resemblance to Colossus? 
1 mean, with the exception of the forehead 
diamond and the costume, they are identical. 
Whyzat? 

| really like the recent changes in Havok's 
character. t is interesting to see him finally 
growing into the realities (7) of being a super 
hero, but it is also unfortunate that he has 
had to lose some of his ideals in the process. 
While we're on the subject of the Summers 
family, what is this X-crement about Cyclops 
and Havok being immune to each other's 
powers? We have already seen that each of 
them is open to attack by the same forces 
they themselves command. Are you imply- 
ing that the simple fact that they are brothers 
safeguards them from each other. That's as 
much as saying that energy beams and 
plasma bolts carry genetic coding to which 
each of the brothers is immune. Okay, I'll 
accept that, if you can convince me that the 
plasma blasts and particle beams (some of 
which were machine made) that Havok and 
Cyclops have fallen to in the past also con- 
tained D.N.A. for which they have no 
defense. What's the deal, guys? 

Well, keep up the good work, and until 
people stop writing these stupid little “until” 
things . . . well, you know the rest. 


Stephon Walker 
Bethesda, MD 


Cyke and Havok's immunity to one 
another’s powers has been tong estab- 
lished, Stephon... and we refer you to 


Bryan Beck's theory above. 


Dear Louise, Walter, Al and Bob, 

Is it safe to come back to New York yet? 

Now that Inferno is all over except for the 
cleaning up and a forthcoming CLOAK & 
DAGGER, | feel the effects of winter for the 
first time. Everything has been kept at such 
a blaze of activity that for the past three 
months, if | have been in a frenzy reading an 
episode of the demon version of War and 
Remembrance, I've been in a frenzy waiting 
for the next one. 

And what a gorgeous and breathtaking 
conclusion X-FACTOR #38 was. Even at 
double length, it seemed too short. | wanted 
more, more triumph, more sorrow, more 
action. | can't get over the way Walt drew 
Wolverine—making him more demonic 
than the demohs—or Louise's handling of 
that most difficult triumvirate in all of mutant- 
dom—Jean/Madelyne/Phoenix. The idea 
that Madelyne Pryor's existence was a triple 
tragedy to all three entities was almost too 
heartbreaking to bear. And even if none of 
us can really feel in danger of having our 
identity stolen, we can relate to Jean Grey's 
loss of control over her life. Even if none of 
us will ever know the pain of being a carbon 
copy clone, we can feel for Madelyne who 
never had a chance at a real existence of 
her own, only that path that others forced 
her to take. And even if none of us will ever 

~ know what it feels like to want a physical 
form with a desperation that drives the 
bearer to unspeakable lengths, we can all 
sympathize with the Phoenix's desire for an 
existence that offers something “else.” It is 
to Louise's tremendous credit that the 
tragedies of superbeings can touch us on 
both the awe-inspiring grand and intimate 
personal levels. 

My appreciation of Walt's artwork con- 
tinues to grow. There is a rage and passion 
which leaps off the page, panel after panel, 
beginning with a truly wondrous cover. I think 
that the handling of the X-Men/Titans book, 
was truly inspired, especially the aforemen- 
tioned Wolverine, the ego of Dazzier in her 
“spotlight” (how fitting!) and the dissolution 
of Longshot (in Waits hands he became a 
real Vegas lounge lizard!) 

Most of all, there was Madelyne. | was 
taught in my youth that a tragic hero is one 
with grand schemes and a tragic flaw. in this 
tale of domestic strife, demonic corruption 
maternal affection and mutant mayhem, 
there is a tragedy of truly epic scale. | feel for 
these ink-on-paper people, and | fear for 
Jean Grey. How will the experience of being 
mind-linked to someone to the brink of the 
moment of death affect her? is she prepared 
to take on the role of mother for young 
Nathan/Christopher? Most of all, what terrible 
gift did the returning bit of Phoenix's essence 
bring to her? | wait with bated breath for the 
next thrilling installments. 

All in all, at the hands of such talents as 
yourself, Inferno turned out to be not only 
the best Marvel crossover of all time, but 
one of the best major storylines of the last 10 
years. Unabashed kudos to you all. 


Paul J. Grant 
5311 Wright Way South 
West Bloomfield, Ml 48322 


X-Folks: 

| just finished reading X-FACTOR #39, 
the real end of inferno, and boy, | am not 
amused. 

First, you guys wimped out of the Scott/ 
Jean/Maddie situation, like | prayed you 


wouldn't. | accept Sinister's manipulation of 
her, but | cannot believe you took the easy 
way out and down and out killed her. Don't 
give me the “she killed herself business 
either. It was you. Not your readers (like in 
BATMAN #428), but you fellas got her blood 
on your hands. What was that supercon- 
trived story about her hatred of the X-Men 
and manipulating computers so X-Factor 
looked bad? Pitiful. You guys would have 
been better off having everything from about 
X-MEN #174 (or whenever Scott first sees 
Maddie) to the present as being Scott's 
dream or something, he wakes up to see 
Jean in the shower. 

Speaking of blood on hands, there's been 
a helluva lot lately. X-MEN #242: N’Astirh 
blows up for the third time, but this time for 
good(?). Next: X-FACTOR #38: Maddie 
dies (sob, grrr.) Next: X-FACTOR #39: Mr. 
Sinister is pulverized. Too much death, even 
for villains. Now | know X-MEN is trying this 
tough-guy team approach for the 80s; why 
else would friendly characters like Kitty and: 
Kurt be shuffled off to EXCALIBUR, to be 
replaced by Psylocke in a battlesuit, q Peter 
and Havok who changed inner beliefs to kill, 
all living not in a home, but camped out in 
Australia. Although X-MEN  tough- guys 
takes some getting used to after dozens of 
X-MEN family issues, and Silvestri's art is 
perfect for it, too much death is too much. | 
know Chris loves the idea of heroes who kill; 
he told us so in person when he came to 
Golden Age Collectibles on his Marvel 
Mutant West Coast Tour 1987 (I was the 


‘nosey high school reporter then; now I'm a 
-Nosey college reporter at Yale). 


Anyway, we may be carrying these heroes 
who kill a bit far—unless, of course, Chris 
has a “who will police the police?” theme 
tucked up his sleeve. 

But don't get me wrong. Overall, | was 
glad to have the two big X-teams meet up 
and team up in Inferno, to resolve the red- 
head problem and faux raisons d'etre. In 
Inferno, the teams touched base with each 
other. For some reason, whenever | read 
issues of the X-MEN from #211 to pre-inferno, 
(more than two years of issues) | feit that 
these costumed guys weren't really X-Men 
just a team that looked at least in part like 
them. Having the new team of X-Men meet 
with X-Factor allowed both teams to touch 
base and become more real. Same thing 
happened to me my freshman year at 
college last year. It was my first time on the 
East coast (I live in Seattle) and it didn't all 
seem “real” until my dad hopped a plane 
over for a visit. The dreamy experience | 
sometimes had thereafter faded away, as 
I'm sure will happen when | read future 
issues of X-Men. 

| was saddened to see that only Scott and 
Havok had any realistic semblance of saying 
goodbye when the teams go their separate 
ways in X-FACTOR #39. | was sure Ororo 
and Jean would say something more mean- 
ingful; Ororo herself said in X-MEN #242 
“Jean, it is good to see you alive.” Too bad 
Dazzler didn't comment on having previ- 
ously dated the Beast and the Angel beyorid 
“blue-skinned and bald . . . what a waste.” 

Weil, the end of the page is coming up 
fast. Overall, Inferno was okay. Would've 
been great if you hadn't killed Maddie. But 
wait. | shouldn't worry. You guys will bring 


her back, won't you? No worry. if you don't; - 


someone else will... after alt the same 
thing did happen with Jean, didnt it. 


PS.: Bob and Daryl: Please try to make 
sure Chris and Weezy get a chance to see 


this as it applies to both. Hope you got plenty 

0’ room in future issues for Inferno letter 
responses! 

Kevin Winston 

Seattle, WA 


Dear X-Factor team, 

1 love the new look X-Factor. | always 
thought they had looked too ‘human’ but 
now with the Beast back to his furry form 
and Angel painted in various colors the 
group looks amazing. 

Angel is now the greatest he's ever been. 
The ruthless, “evil” streaak:in him gives his 
character a new ditnension. His mean look- 
ing face and the unpredictability of his 
bladed wings makes him so exciting. t was 
a very good idea giving him bladed wings 
and the means of throwing small blades 
from them. He is now so much more power- 
ful. Before | considered him as being of little 
use, to a superhuman group, but now he's 
much more valuable. | loved his little tussle 
with Woilverine-it was very even and yet 
potentially very exciting seeing as both are 
liable to go berserk. I'think the tile ‘Derk 
Angel’ is more suitable now because, let's 
face it, no longer, does he took like an angel. 

| thought the Inferno story wasn't every- 
thing it was made out to be. Often it became» 
monotonous and boring as 
fought superhuman fought demon while 
little baby Christopher Summers was con- 
stantly thrown in the air, caught and passed 
about like a football. it was okay but not 
incredibly exciting. 

The X-TERMINATORS limited series was 
good. They worked well with the New 
Mutants but, however, | feel the two 
shouldn't intermingle as they are both very. 
independent groups. 

But the X-terminators (will they be allowed 
to keep this name?) shouldn't remain in X- 
Factor's shadow They should 
break away. Maybe attract a couple more 
mutants and someone to manage the team 
but with Rusty still as leader and form their 
own group. Taki should remain on the team, 
he's proved to be a very valuable member, 

Last, | have two criticisms to make. 

1) The artwork in X-FACTOR #38 was 
terrible! I've never seen Wolverine looking 
so bad. 

2) Why was it easy for Cyclops and 
Marvel Girl in X-FACTOR #31 to overcome 
the Freedom Force whereas the X-MEN in 
#225 & 226 had great difficulty in doing so. 
It's a bit unbelievable! 

Despite this—weill done and keep up the 
good work. Until Boom Boom 
her sunglasses for a pair of pince-nez, make 
mine Marvell! 


Stuart Bannett 
London, England 


No chance Of Boom Boom changing 
her optic apperei, Stuart ...¢o it looks 
iike you'll be with us a while. Hops you: 
have accepted the fact that the New 


